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Apr. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

You are in a successful enterprise, and you
ought to tell everybody that. Amidst all the trag-
edy and heartbreak and all the people here
wearing uniforms who have suffered the loss
of their family members and their partners and
others, you should take enormous pride. One
of the enormous success stories in the last 7
years—right up there with the stock market ex-
ploding and the longest economic expansion in
history and 21 million new jobs—is that you
proved you could bring the crime rate down.
And everyone in America is better off because
of it. And what that means is, we have no excuse
now not to keep doing what works and to do
more of it.

And I’ll tell you what my goal is. My goal
is not the lowest crime rate in 25 years. I want
America to be the safest big country in the
entire world. And you can do it if we give you
the tools to do it.

So that’s what this is about. I want you to
go out and prove you can pick up another 7,000
guns. I want you to help me pass this program
in Congress. And then I want us to go out
and use this buyback program to get local gov-
ernment contributions, State government con-
tributions, private sector contributions.

Look, we can buy millions of guns out there.
Just think about it: fifty bucks a pop on the
average to get millions of guns off the street.
I don’t know about you, but based on the evi-
dence, I’d say it’s worth it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:06 p.m. at the
Maurice T. Turner, Jr., Institute of Police Science.
In his remarks, he referred to Chief of Police
Charles H. Ramsey and Mayor Anthony A. Wil-
liams of the District of Columbia.

Statement on the Legal Framework Agreement for the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan
Oil Pipeline
April 28, 2000

I am very pleased that today delegations from
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey reached agree-
ment on the legal framework for the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. Last November in
Istanbul, I witnessed the signing of initial docu-
ments for this framework. Today’s achievement
completes this work and brings the pipeline
project a critical step closer to fruition.

By this action, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Tur-
key have shown once again their commitment
to building regional cooperation, peaceful rela-
tions, and better lives for all their people. I
congratulate Presidents Aliyev, Shevardnadze,
and Demirel, along with all the negotiating
teams, for their leadership in moving this project
forward.

I look forward to the next phase of this effort,
when companies from the United States, West-

ern Europe, and Russia will work with those
of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, and Turkey
to transform legal frameworks into commercial
reality.

The United States is committed to the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline as a key part of our
overall approach to Caspian energy develop-
ment. We want to ensure access to world mar-
kets for the countries of the region, while help-
ing diversify sources of energy supply for con-
sumers in the United States and around the
globe.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Heydar Aliyev of Azerbaijan; President Eduard
Shevardnadze of the Republic of Georgia; and
President Suleyman Demirel of Turkey.
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